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SHEPHERDS IN COVASNA DURING
COLLECTIVIZATION

Florentina Teaca'®

ABSTRACT

Transhumant pastoralism, the most complex type of traditional pastoralism, was practiced in a
series of centres, spread over a relatively narrow area, starting from Bretcu and Covasna and extending
along the Transylvanian Subcarpathians through Sdcele, the Bran region, the Olt region and the area
of Marginimea Sibiului, up to the Hateg region. In many studies dedicated to transhumant shepherding,
the shepherds from Covasna and Bretcu, nicknamed Barsanii from the Secuime, are mentioned as some
of the leaders in their community. However, after hundreds of years of transhumant shepherding, the
shepherds of Covasna had to adapt to the period of communism, a sad memory in the history of
Romania. The collectivization process put an end to the old transhumance, but favoured “transhumance
by train”, with the sheep of the C.A.P.s. From the memories of the shepherds interviewed, it appears
that this period also had advantages: it was the first time that they were employed “with papers”, with
a work card, with seniority recorded, with a salary, a secure income. In addition to the state-owned
sheep, they were allowed to keep their own animals, whose products were then in great demand. What'’s
more, their reputation as good professionals had spread across the country, so they were sought out by
the C.A.P.s in other counties, where they stayed for years, sometimes bringing their families with them.
All informants are from Covasna, Voinesti.
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SHORT INTRODUCTION

“Mocans have been given several names, according to their place of origin, but true
mocani must be considered only those from Tara Bérsei (barsanii) and those from
Marginimea Sibiului (marginenii), who were shepherds par excellence. To these,
however, it is necessary to add the Romanian shepherds of the Covasna — Bretcu or
Treiscaune area, who fell into the same category”%’.

So, here is a synonymous link between the terms “shepherd(s)” and “shepherds
par excellence”, and the fact that the shepherds from Covasna also have these laurels

196 Teacher, Secondary School “Avram Iancu” Covasna, E-mail contact: teaca_florentina@yahoo.com.

197 Mocanilor li s-au atribuit mai multe denumiri, dupa locul de origine, dar mocani adevirati
trebuie socotiti numai cei din Tara Barsei (barsanii) si cei din Marginimea Sibiului (méarginenii), care
au fost ciobani prin excelenta. La acestia este necesar totusi s fie adaugati si pastorii roméani din zona
Covasna — Bretcu sau Treiscaune, care intrau in aceeasi categorie”, in Tudor Mateescu, Pdastoritul
mocanilor in teritoriul dintre Dundre si Marea Neagra [Shepherding the Mocans between the Danube
and the Black Sea], Bucharest, 1986, p. 5.
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on their foreheads only confirms what the shepherds from Voinestii!®®, Covasnei

often say:
“At that time, almost all the people from Voinesti had sheep. I don’t know how many
there could have been in total; the shepherds of Voinesti were then more numerous
than the shepherds from Sibiu, Voinesti was strengthened. Our ancestors had many
sheep, but we can’t find them in the archives, they didn’t write them all down in the
deeds, because of taxes. It was rare to have a thousand sheeps, very rare. Nobody knew
them (...)"*%°.

Covasna’s location in an area where the depression meets the mountain, with
vast areas of alpine pastures not very far away, in mountains like those of Buzau and
Vrancea, led the ethnologist Sabin Opreanu to say:

“You can rarely find villages of transhumant shepherds better adapted to the natural
conditions of the region than Voinestii Covasnei (...). Starting with the surrounding
mountains and ending with every drop of water, the roads and mountain paths and the
needs of the people in the surrounding villages and towns, all seem to have been
specifically designed from time immemorial to give the type of pastoral villages where
everything happens harmoniously, and life follows its secular rhythm”?%,

Here, the shepherd’s trade was handed down from father to son, the sons
entering as shepherds with pay to their parents’ sheep, from whom they received
annually seven sheep, sheepskins, suman, cap, two pairs of yarmulkes, a winter serge
and food. As they increased their flocks, they joined their parents’ flocks as
associates, and if they were more skillful and learned shepherding more quickly, they
joined other sheep owners as baci?™,

It is recognized that
“the native areas of transhumant shepherding are Tara Barsei, Bretcu, Covasna, Bran,
Mirginimea Sibiului”?%,

198 Voinesti is a district of Covasna, inhabited by Romanians, who, especially in the past, had as
their main occupation shepherding.

19 Pe atunci, cam toti voinestenii aveau oi. Nu-mi dau seama cte ar fi putut si fie in total;
ciobanii voinesteni erau pe atunci mai multi decat sibienii, Voinestiul a fost intarit. Mosii nostri aveau
multe oi, dar nu gasim in arhive, nu le scriau in acte pe toate, din cauza de taxe. Rar care n-avea mia de
oi, foarte rar. Numa’ nu-i stia nimeni (...)”, Informant: Constantin (Din) Costea, born in 1939. People
from other parts of the country also talk about the importance of the shepherds from Covasna: We know
that the shepherds from Voina had more sheep, in more mountains and more sheepfolds than the people
from Brabant or Siberia. The people of Voinsburg did not make this known. (Dragos Mlgjiceanu, from
Gura Teghii, Buzau, comment on Facebook).

200 Mai rar sate de pastori transhumanti mai bine adaptate la conditiile naturale ale regiunii ca
Voinestii Covasnei (...). Incepand cu muntii din jur si terminand cu fiecare picur de api, drumurile i
potecile muntilor si nevoile oamenilor din targurile si oragele din jur, toate par cé din vecie au fost anume
intocmite, sd dea tipuri de sate pastoresti, in cari totul se petrece armonic si vieata isi urmeaza ritmul ei
secular.”, in Sabin Opreanu, Contributiuni la transhumanta din Carpatii Orientali [Contributions to
Transhumance in the Eastern Carpathians], 1930, p. 33.

201 |bidem, p. 20.

202 zonele de bastind ale pastoritului transhumant sunt Tara Barsei, Bretcu, Covasna, Bran,
Marginimea Sibiului”, in Ton Vladutiu, Etnografia romdneasca [Romanian Ethnography], Bucharest,
Scientific Publishing House, 1973, p. 258.
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After hundreds of years of transhumant shepherding’s heyday, during which
Romanian shepherds adapted to various historical changes, after the Second World
War they had to live through the times of collectivization. The present material aims
to highlight how the Soviet model of “socialist transformation of agriculture” —
collectivization — was met and experienced by the shepherds of Covasna.

COLLECTIVIZATION IN ROMANIA

In 1949 it was decided to adopt the Soviet model of “socialist transformation
of agriculture”: collectivization, which consisted in the establishment of C.A.P.s
(Collective Agricultural Holdings). It should be noted that the land of the peasants
registered in the C.A.P.s remained the collective property of these peasants by law.
In order to compensate for the shortage of food in the towns and the need to pay war
compensation to the Soviet Union, but also to ruin the wealthy peasant households,
the guota system was introduced. Under this system, peasants were obliged to hand
over to the state a significant part of their household production. The size of this tax
in kind varied. Often peasants were left with only the seed wheat for the following
year, and sometimes none at all.

As a result of this Soviet import experiment, the more affluent shepherds from
Voinesti were labelled as “greedy” and the aim was to equalize people: but not to make
them all affluent, on the contrary! The property should be shared, so that everyone,
practically, should have nothing.

Private individuals had fewer sheep than in the past, but they still had enough for
those who had always been involved in this profession. The problem was that they
were subject to so-called quotas, a kind of tax on products. Old people tell how hard it
was to be a shepherd-boy in those days:

“In those days, there were high quotas — for meat, wool (...) They took the cows from the

stable and the horse; in Brasov, once, he put about 180 sheep (my father’s) to slaughter.

It was hard (...) They sent from the Council to see how many sheep they had sheared.

Mummy, poor thing, would tear a sheep’s fleece into two or three, so there would be

more. And if you couldn’t pay the quota, they didn’t ask, they took what they could find

(...) It was hard, very hard (...) Parents could barely pay the taxes, they had quotas (...)

hundreds of lei to give”?%,

But the shepherds have also adapted to those times. They always will — they have
so much experience. We learn that

203 Pe atunci, erau cote mari — de carne, de 1ana (...) Au luat vacile din grajd si cal; la Brasov,
odata, i-a bagat la abator vreo 180 oi (lui tata). A fost greu (...) Trimiteau de la Sfat sd vada cate 1ani s-au
tuns. Mamica, saraca, rupea o 1ana de la o oaie in doua sau trei, ca s fie mai multe. $i dacd nu puteai sa
platesti cota, nu te intreba, iti lua ce gasea (...) Greu a fost, foarte greu (...) Parintii abia puteau sa plateasca
impozitele, aveau cote (...) sute de kilograme de dat.”, Informant: Maria Sandulea, Covasna, b. 1933.
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“We suffered, but things got better afterwards; we took a bunch of sheep from the
collective, it worked out. They even paid you, they gave you 70 lei for lambing and 7 kg
of corn; 1000 sheep = 70,000 lei, 7 tons of corn! Ceausescu’s man went to the sheepfolds,
he saw how hard life was for the shepherds, so the law was passed in the 1980s, the
shepherds were paid”?%,

But the law on shepherds’ wages was much older. As early as the 1960s,
shepherds were employed on a “work card” basis. Here is a page from one such
work card, belonging to Constantin Leu from Voinesti, employed on September
11960, at G.A.S. Cristur, Odorhei district, Mures region, with a monthly salary
of 646 lei.

Source: Constantin Leu

Shepherds were employed for an indefinite period. Shepherds, on the other hand,
were employed only during the summer season, i.e., after the sheep began to be milked
and until autumn, when they came down from the mountains. In another work booklet,
we find a reconstruction of the seniority in sections from the period of the summer
season: from 01.05.1951 to 01.11.1951, from 01.05.1952 to 01.11.1952 and so on.
Employer: Covasna Consumer Cooperative.

204 Am suferit, dar lucrurile s-au Tndreptat apoi; am luat un card de oi de la colectiv, treaba a
mers. Te-au si platit, iti didea 70 lei de fatare si 7 kg porumb; 1000 oi = 70.000 lei, 7 tone de porumb!
A umblat omul lui Ceausescu pe la stani, a vazut ce viata grea duc ciobanii, asa ca s-a dat lege prin 80,
s-a dat salariu la ciobani.”, Informant: Mircea Cojan, Covasna, b. 1952
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Source: Toan Teaca, paternal grandfather of the author

Now, the community’s sheep were managed by the Agricultural Production
Cooperative (formerly called the Infovirdsire, then the Collective Agricultural
Household). That is, the C.A.P., called by the locals “ceapeu” or “collective”. The
mountains, which had previously belonged to the inhabitants of Covasna, now
belonged to the state. But, as before, there was a sheepfold on each mountain. And the
shepherds... the same as before!

“The sheepfolds were not in property. We (n.n.: the Cojan family) came from *62. It

was the C.A.P., we went to the C.A.P. sheep. All over the mountains. Well, the C.A.P.

had 11 sheepfolds then: in Chiisoara, in Goru, in Dealu Negru, in Nioaca, in

Menesbert, in Borta (...) Exactly what I was telling you earlier: before the war, the

mountains belonged to some grofs or to someone else, leased or rented by our mocans.

After the war, after collectivization, all those mountains (...) Collectivization came and

then all the mountains were nationalized, taken away. And then, those mountains that

were previously owned by those mocans, they were also baci there, only they were
baci from the C.A.P. They were not theirs. They leased them. They belonged to the

Romanian state now, they no longer belonged to the grofs, but Florea, if he was a

shepherd or a baci there, was still on that mountain. They were not in the patrimony of

the town halls, they belonged to the C.A.P.s or the farms, the I.A.S.-uri. Yes, it went
into their patrimony. Well, the C.A.P. had all the mountains then”?%,

205 Stanele nu erau in proprietate. Noi (n.n.: familia Cojan) am venit din *62. Era C.A.P.-ul, noi
am fost la oile C.A.P.-ului. In toti muntii. Pai avea C.A.P.-ul 11 sténe atunci: in Chiisoara, in Goru, in
Dealu Negru, in Nioaca, in Menesbert, in Borta (...) Exact ce va spuneam mai devreme: inainte de
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Source: Gheorghe Cojan

The sheepfold at Pilis, 1965. From left to right:
Tica Ucd, Ion from Vrancea, Florea Cojan, GheorgheCojan.

“Then he took the C.A.P. and they took over the mountains. It was a bit better during
Ceausescu’s time. During the C.A.P., the shepherds modernised and lived a little
better, but the sheep were many then, when they were our elders. Then, on the Plaiul
(...) T think there were 100.000 sheep. How many were there? 100.000. That’s how I
knew. All over (...) all over the mountains, in this area”?%.

So, the shepherds and the shepherd boy remained the same in the “collective”.
We can catch a glimpse of this time when we read in the press of the time the classic
phrases, with their wooden language, about “overachieving”, “leading places”:

2

razboi, muntii erau ai unor grofi sau ai cuiva, luati in arenda sau chirie de mocanii nostri. Dupa razboi,
dupa colectivizare, toti muntii dia (...) A venit colectivizarea si atunci toti muntii s-au nationalizat, s-au
luat. Si-atunci, acei munti care i-au stdpanit inainte mocanii respectivi, tot ei erau baci acolo, numai ca
erau baci de la C.A.P. Nu erau ai lor. I-au arendat. Erau ai statului roman acuma, nu mai erau ai grofilor,
dar tot Florea, daca a fost cioban sau baci acolo, tot el era pa muntele dla. Nu erau in patrimoniul
primariilor, erau a C.A.P.-urilor sau a fermei, I.A.S.-uri. Da, a intrat in patrimoniul lor. Pai C.A.P.-ul
avea atuncea muntii toti.”, Informant: Florea Cojan, Covasna, b. 1956.

206 Apoi a luat C.A.P.-ul si au stdpanit muntii. A fost un pic mai bine in timpul lui Ceausescu.
Tn timpul C.A.P.-ului, ciobanii s-au modernizat si au triit un pic mai bine, dar oile multe au fost atunci,
cand au fost batranii nostri. Atuncea, pa Plaiul (...) Cred ca erau 100.000 de oi. Cat erau? 100.000. Asa
stiam si eu. Pa toate (...) pa toti muntii, pa zona asta.”, Informant: Constantin Furtuna, Covasna, b. 1970.
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“The shepherds of Covasna put all their skill into achieving a goal: obtaining a high
income from sheep breeding, aware that by doing so they would contribute to increasing
the wealth of the community and, implicitly, the cooperators’ wages. Y ear after year, the
co-operators here, by means of methods of making this branch profitable, obtained
increasingly beautiful results, up to that 1.245.145 lei in 1968. (Almost 200.000 lei more
than planned at the beginning of the year.) These results did not take long to bring
satisfaction to the members of the Covasna production co-operative: first place in the
county in the sheep sector for 1968°2%7,

But, as | said, the shepherds were the same as before, and with the same long-
standing trade at hand — they were also keeping the wheels turning:

“If we have achieved good results in sheep breeding so far, the shepherds deserve special

credit. Perhaps in no other species are the conditions of care so faithfully reflected in the

condition of the animals as in sheep. Among them we mention the cooperators Gheorghe

Cojan, G. Serban, G. Furtund, Enea Ioan, Nicolae Costea and others, who have been

breeding sheep in our establishment for more than 8 years”?%,

And another news, from 1972, from the C.A.P. of the voinesteni:

“A particular concern is given to the care of animals. Covasna sheep breeders are famous
for the fact that the core of the mountain cova, a breed that is widespread throughout the
country, has become best adapted to the soil and climate conditions of our country.
Among the keepers of the sheep sector, which currently numbers more than 6.600 heads
(including 1.500 lambs born this spring) are Gheorghe Cojan, Constantin Furtuna Dinis,
Nicolae Costea, Constantin Serban Tardea’?%,

207 Oierii din Covasna si-au pus toatd priceperea lor in atingerea unui scop: obtinerea de
venituri mari din cresterea ovinelor, constienti ca prin aceasta vor contribui la cresterea averii
obstesti si implicit a retributiei cooperatorilor. An de an, cooperatorii de aici, prin metode de
rentabilizare a acestei ramuri, au obtinut rezultate tot mai frumoase, pana la acel 1.245.145 lei din
anul 1968. (Cu aproape 200.000 lei mai mult decét se planificase la Tnceputul anului.) Aceste
rezultate nu au intarziat sa aduca satisfactii membrilor cooperativei de productie Covasna: locul I pe
judet in sectorul ovin pe anul 1968”, in Antal Kiss, ,,«Secretul» oierilor din Covasna” [“The secret
of Covasna sheep farmers”], column ,,Din experienta C.A.P. fruntage” [“From the experience of
leading PAASs”], in Cuvantul nou, No. 80, July 12, 1969.

208 Dacd am obtinut pand acum rezultate bune in cresterea oilor, un merit deosebit il au in acest
sens ciobanii. Poate cd la nici o altd specie conditiile de Ingrijire nu se reflectd atat de fidel in starea
animalelor, ca la ovine. Dintre acestia amintim pe cooperatorii Gheorghe Cojan, G. Serban, G. Furtuna,
Enea loan, Nicolae Costea si altii, care se indeletnicesc cu cresterea ovinelor in unitatea noastra de mai
bine de 8 ani.”, in Ibidem.
sunt vestiti pentru faptul ca nucleul tigdii de munte, rasa raspandita in toatd tara, a devenit
adaptabild cel mai bine conditiilor de sol si clima ale tarii noastre. Dintre ingrijitorii sectorului
ovin, care numara in prezent peste 6.600 capete (din care 1.500 miei fatati in aceastd primavara)
se evidentiazd Gheorghe Cojan, Constantin Furtund Dinis, Nicolae Costea, Constantin Serban
Térdea.”, in Aurel Vasile Hulpoi, ,,Vesti de la C.A.P. Covasna” [“News from C.A.P. Covasna”],
in Cuvantul nou, No. 603, April 1%, 1972.
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Sorce: Lucian Ppuc
“Remembrance/Of when I went/With sausages to Lacaut(i)/On August 1954/Papuc Ioan/Covasna”

TRANSHUMANCE WITH C.A.P. SHEEP

In the hilly areas and throughout the Romanian Plain, regardless of the area,
the so-called collectivization in the C.A.P. continued. Later, after the 70’s, the
industrialization of livestock farms in I.A.S. followed, where the entire agricultural
area was nationalized (starting in ’49). During this period, people were taken both
the agricultural area and the animals or were forced to give it up, having nothing to
feed them in the absence of summer pastures or fodder in winter?®°, Thus, all the land
and wintering places used in the past by the shepherds of Covasna were now the
property of the state, of the C.A.P.

Deals were made between the Cooperative leaderships in different counties.
The “engineer”, the “president” were the key people. And the deals? Not
infrequently they included a few bottles of wine

“We used to carry wood. Against grazing. My wife knows better, she was an

accountant at the C.A.P. back then”?*,

20 Tylian Vlad, Mirela (Stanciu) Ciritus and Marius Laurian Maftei, ,,Transhumanta, parte
integrantd a pastoralismului national roméanesc. Element ocupational plurivalent, economic, ecologic,
social si cultural-identitar” [“Transhumance, an integral part of Romanian national pastoralism. A
plurivalent occupational, economic, ecological, social and cultural-identity element”], in Lucian David
and lIonut Semuc (coord.), Pastoritul carpatic. Traditie si continuitate [Carpathian shepherding.
Tradition and continuity], Bucharest, Ethnological Publishing House, 2022, p. 113.

21 Duceam noi lemne. Contra pasunat. Nevasta stie mai bine, ci doar era contabild la C.A.P.
pe-atunci.”, Informant: Gheorghe Cojan, Covasna, b. 1945.
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His wife adds:

“The people form Covasna used to carry firewood. There, at the C.A.P., they talked to
the engineer, to the president. They got along. There was a farm manager, Gicu, who
would bring them a barrel of wine, a demijohn, they drank for a week! They were
there, in the cabbage patch, for four or five years. (...) When they were at the C.A.P.,
they went to the Bardgan with the sheep. We were also married, and we went there by
car. That was in the *70s. There were sheep below Buzau, in the Baragan, there, I don’t
know what they call that commune, I don’t know how they call it anymore (...) and we
went to see them. And... drink up! All of them! They had wine in milk jugs, they drank
by the cup!”?*2,

These wintering trips to the lowlands were necessary because the large number
of sheep required a large amount of food over the winter, which the mountain area
could not provide.

“One thing to remember: they were all baci and had C.A.P. herds. They were sent with
the C.A.P. Theirs were also included in the C.A.P., so at the time Ceausescu started to
(...) when that regime started to put a very high price on products and on (...) exports
from Romania started to go and they were (...) they demanded superproduction, they
bred a lot of animals, sheep, in this area. The C.A.P.s had many, many, many sheep.
They couldn’t afford to graze them here because there wasn’t enough fodder. Yes, they
had the cow herds, those were the priority wintering. And then the shepherds, the
shepherds who were in the C.A.P. were also employees with work cards, some of them
or at least the shepherd’s shepherd, the boss (...) Then he distributed them. He used to
say: ‘Florea’s flock. Where are you sending him? We’re sending him to Lehliu, like
he said. So, where do we send that Mircea's flock? That’s where they’d send him. And
they’d send him. Because they trusted that people were good at it*>*%13,

Many times, the road was made on foot, as in the old days, on the same paths.
“We went with the sheep. I went with the sheep to Lehliu, to Constanta. (...) around
’78. At Lehliu (...) there at Galbiori. The Sun Highway or what they look like over
there (...) | walked the sheep from here to there for a month. With five donkeys, six

212 Covisnenii duceau lemne de foc. Acolo, la C.AP., vorbeau cu inginerul, cu presedintele.
Se intelegeau. Era un sef de ferma, nea Gicu, le aducea cate un bidon de vin, cate-o damingeana, beau
astia cate-o saptamana! Au fost acolo, la varza, vreo patru, cinci ani. (...) Cand erau la C.A.P., s-au fost
dus 1n Baragan cu oile. Eram si noi casatoriti si ne-am fost dus cu masina la ei, acolo. In 70 era asta.
Erau oile mai jos de Buzau, in Baragan, acolo, nu mai stiu cum {i zice la comuna aia (...) si ne-am dus
sd-1 vedem. Si (...) beti cui! Toti! Aveau vin in bidoane d-alea de lapte, beau cu cana!”, Informant:
Maria Cojan, Covasna, b. 1949.

213 De retinut un aspect: ei toti erau baci si aveau carduri de la C.A.P. Au fost trimisi cu C.A.P.
Si ale lor erau incluse in C.A.P., dar C.A.P.-urile, deci la momentul cdnd Ceausescu a inceput sa (...)
cand regimul respectiv au inceput sa puna foarte mare pret pa produse si pa (...) au inceput sa mearga
exporturile din Romania si erau (...) se cereau superproductie, au inmultit foarte mult animalele, oile,
n zona asta. C.A.P.-urile aveau foarte foarte multe oi, extrem de multe. Nu faceau fatd si le ierneze
aici, fiindca nutret nu era de ajuns. Da, aveau ciurzile de vaci, alea le iernau cu prioritate. Si-atunci
ciobanii, bacii care erau in cadrul C.A.P.-ului erau si angajati cu carte de muncd, unii dintre ei sau cel
putin baciu’, seful (...) Atuncia 1i distribuia. Zicea: «Cardu’ lu’ Florea. Unde-I trimite? Il trimitem la
Lehliu, cum a zis. Asa, cardu’ Iu’ ala, lu’ Mircea, unde-l trimitem? P-ila il trimiteau la asa. Si-I
trimiteau. Pentru ca aveau incredere ca oamenii erau buni la asa ceva»”, Informant: Constantin Furtuna,
Covasna, b. 1970.
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donkeys. A month and a day I walked the sheep. We went from here to Constanta with
the sheep on foot. Now cars kill you (...) [“n the mountains, not that I went through the
city. I went to the mountains here and (...) in the mountains. Buzau, I got as far as
Urziceni, Horezu, Cazanesti, Lehliu. I spent a whole winter there. That’s where [the
old men] used to go. To Buzau, to the cabbages, to (...) that’s how I heard them talking.
They used to leave in autumn after they had finished milking.”?%;

“I was in Teleorman, Alexandria, Turnu Magurele. I’ve been to [alomita, to Drajna, to
Lehliu Gara. We were leaving around October 20. During the Revolution, I remember,
the Revolution caught me in Tecuci. I went with Ceausescu and I came with
Iliescu.?;

“Well, I was once at the farm, at Vladeni (...) I went to the cabbage patch in Buzau.
Six days, six nights we walked”?%,

As in the old days, there were also various conflicts with the locals. Sometimes
they even ended up with fines. Or “peace was made””:
“Fines? I paid, I paid. In Dor Marunt they caught us there, by a wheat field. The storm
hit hard, and we went to Dor Marunt, to the shelter. We stayed 3 days, 3 nights and
when we left, when the storm hit, we went away. ‘Come on, let’s go, we’re going to
get some wheat’. And you couldn’t see, it was the president, he came that way, he
caught us by the wheat. He was with about 6 people in Aro, what else! We left him
alone: ‘We’ll give you some sheep’. ‘No, we don’t need money!’. ‘How much?’ <2.000
lei!’. ‘That’s a lot, God damn it!. It’s a salary’. In the end, I gave him 5.000, then he
called me, | made friends with him, he let me stay day and night. I gave him 5.000. |
had about 40.000 on me. Our shepherds used to have money, no problem! And he let
us go everywhere. Then we became friends, he came here to Covasna, to the baths”?%’.

214 Am fost cu oile. Am fost cu oile la Lehliu, la Constanta. (...) prin *78. La Lehliu (...) *colo
la Gélbiori. Autostrada Soarelui sau cum arata astia pe-acolo (...) Am plecat cu oile pe jos de-aicea pana
acolo, o lund da zile. Cu cinci mégari, sase magari. O luna da zile am plecat cu oile pa jos. Am mers
de-aici la Constanta cu oile pa jos. Acuma te omoara masini (...) P4 munti, nu cd m-am dus prin oras.
Am plecat pe munte pe-aicea si (...) pd munti. Buzau, am ajuns pana la Urziceni, la Horezu, la Cazanesti,
in Lehliu. Am prins o iarnd intreagd acolo. P-acolo [prin Baragan] sa duceau [batranii]. P’in Buzau, pa
la varza, pa la (...) asa i-auzeam vorbind. Plecau toamna dupa ce terminau mulsu’”, Informant: Nicolae
Calsuneanu, Covasna, b. 1945.

215 Eu am fost in Teleorman, Alexandria, Turnu Magurele. Am fost in Ialomita, la Drajna, la
Lehliu Gara. Plecam prin 20 octombrie. La Revolutie, tiu minte, m-a prins Revolutia la Tecuci. M-am
dus cu Ceausescu si-am vinit cu Iliescu.”, Informant: Florea Cojan, Covasna, b. 1956.

216 Pii si eu am fost odata la ferma, la Vladeni (...) am fost la varzi, la Buziu. Sase zile, sase
nopti am mers pe jos”, Informant: Ion Bascean, Covasna, b. 1946.

27 Amenzi? Am platit, am platit. in Dor Marunt ne-a prins acolo, pa un grau. A batut crivatul
tare si ne-am dus in Dor Marunt, la adapost. Am stat 3 zile, 3 nopti si cdnd am plecat, cand a stat
crivatu’, am plecat indarat. «Hai, ne dam drumu’ si pa grau!». Si nu se vedea, era presedintele, a venit
pa partea aia, ne-a prins pa grau. Era cu vreo 6 oameni in Aro, ce sd mai! Am dat-o la pace: «Va dam
niste oi». «Nu, nu ne trebuie, bani!». «Cati?. «2.000 de lei!». «Ai ci-s multi, di-i dreacu’!». E un
salariu. Pdi pana la urma i-am dat 5.000 lui, dupa aia m-a mai chemat, m-am mai imprietenit cu el, m-
a lasat si ziua si noaptea. 5.000 i-am dat lui. lo aveam vreo 40.000 la mine. Aveau ciobanii nostri mocani
inainte bani, nu era problema! Si ne-a lasat si umblam peste tot. Dup-aia m-am Tmprietenit cu iel, a
venit aici, la Covasna, la bai”, Informant: Florea Cojan, Covasna, b. 1956.
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During the C.A.P., the people of Covasha also experimented with a new (and much
easier) way to transport sheep quickly and safely: by train!

“I was about 8 years. I used to take them to the Baragan, to the [.A.S. at Dragalina, at
Ciulnita, that’s what they called it. There we got off in Ciulnita. I don’t know how the
hell it came there, because it was (...) so Ciulnita station, but Ciulnita village was like
here in Zabala. And there was Dragalina commune, it was a big commune. I used to
take them by train. No, no, we didn’t do transhumance by foot, no. So, when we took
them to Halchiu, from Vladeni, which was 20 kilometres away, or to Rasnov or to Bod,
we took them there on foot, you know? But there wasn’t so much traffic, it wasn’t like
that. You were going around with them, you had no work”?';

“How was the farm (...) discuss, for example, how we were at [.A.S. Homorod there,
atI.A.S. Cilirasi (...) it was in Ceausescu’s time. And he used to take them by train”?°,

Shepherds stayed with the sheep in their wintering places until February, when
they gave birth.

“Until they lambed. They came down from Pilis, went to Buzau and from there to
Baragan. Where there was cabbage, where there was a lot of corn. Often, when the icy
wind was beating, if they didn’t run with the sheep to the village or to the shelter, he
would put them in a canal (...) One winter, about 40 of them died, because the wind took
them with the shepherd and put them in a canal there. No, and they stayed until they
lambed. And then they put them in the carcasses. Or in cars. When the snow was heavy
or the weather so bad, they’d bring the sheep in by sleigh. I don’t know how they did it,
who they talked to, but that’s what they did. With the C.A.P.’s sheep, and ours”??°,

COVASNENII, SOUGHT BY C.A.P.S FROM OTHER LOCALITIES

The hundreds of years that shepherding has been a way of life (not just a
profession) in Voinestii Covasnei, the fact that shepherding has been passed down
in the family, from father to son, the results obtained, all this has made the reputation

218 Am fost vreo 8 ani. Le duceam pe Birdgan, pe la .A.S. la Dragalina, la Ciulnita, asa-i zicea.
Acolo coboram in Ciulnita. Acolo nu stiu cum vinea, dracu’, ca erea... deci gara Ciulnita, da’ satu’
Ciulnita erea ca de-aicea la Zabala. Si acolo erea comuna Dragalina, erea o0 comuna mare. Cu trenu’ le
duceam. Nu, nu, noi n-am fécut transhumanta cu chicioru’, nu. Asa cand le duceam pe la Halchiu, de
la Vladeni, cé erea la 20 de kilometri, sau pe la Rasnov sau la Bod pe-acolo, acolo cu ele pe jos, stii?
Da’ nu erea atata circulatie, nu erea asa. Te duceai lesene cu ele, n-aveai treaba”, Informant: Nicolae
Guiu, Covasna, b. 1948.

219 Cum era fermi (...) discuta, de exemplu, cum eram la I.A.S. Homorod acolo, la I.A.S. Cilarasi
(...) erain timpu’ lu’ Ceausescu. Si le ducea cu trenu’”, Informant: Valer Muntean, Covasna, b. 1972.

220 Pan’ la fatat. Coborau de la Pilis, mergeau spre Buziu si de-acolo spre Bardgan. Unde era
varza, unde era porumb mult. De multe ori, cand batea Crivatul, daca nu fugeau cu oile in sat sau la
adapost, le baga in cate-un canal (...) Si noud, intr-o iarnd, ne-au murit vreo 40, ca le-a luat vantul cu
tot cu cioban si le-a bagat intr-un canal, acolo. No, si stiteau pana la fatat. Si apoi le puneau la trinuri.
Sau la masini. Cand era zapada mare sau vreme asa rea, le aduceau cu trinul oile. Nu stiu cum aranjau,
cu cine vorbeau, da’ asa faceau. Si oile C.A.P.-ului, si ale noastre”, Informant: Gheorghe Cojan,
Covasna, b. 1945
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of the shepherds of Voinestii grow, being sought after by many C.A.P.s from other
localities of the county and from other counties of the country. The shepherds from
Voinesti were the guarantee that the Agricultural Cooperative would have beautiful,
healthy sheep that would give a lot of milk. They were the guarantee of profit.
“These shepherds from Covasna were more famous. They used to call us, the people
from our area, who used to go, for example, baci in Bicfalau, baci in Lisndu, i.e., to a
sheepfold with the sheep of the village, and the people from Covasna used to call us,
around here, ‘baci de cotet’. People from Dobarlau and those, the bacelenii, they called
us. My father was also a great musician. He sang at weddings in Covasna, he knew all
the people from Covasna. ‘Hey, Lae, you’re all henhouse boys!” Everyone (...) Ghita
Bascean, Ghitd Papuc, Ghitd somewhat, Furtuna’s family, everyone knew my father.
(...) I know these Cojan’s. There were three brothers, one was Mircea. I don’t know
them that well, they were at the Colectiv in llieni. The Cojans were at the Collective,
but they were there for a long time. Ande Furtuna, they were over there, at Campu
Frumos. I knew them by sight. Furtund’s guys were in Campu Frumos. They had a
saivan. They didn’t have a saivan before, they kept them at Santion, at a landlord’s.
Gazosu was a good friend of my father’s, they used to meet in Sfantu Gheorghe, at
Pomu’ Verde (Green Tree), that way, because my father liked to go to the pub
sometimes. My father used to say that there were only people from Covasna, all the
way to Rupea, where they were. He was also a musician. And he played at weddings
in Covasna. So, ‘Come on, Lae, let me show you my saivan!” He had a saivan, but he
didn’t keep anything in it. “Well, why should I keep them, Lae, because we don’t have
any land, we don’t have any hay, we keep them at the Collective, we just made it, so
that if something happens, we can run home with them (...)". That’s how they knew.
Those were the days of the Collective”??.

Employed at the C.A.P.,, they had rights, but also obligations and
responsibilities:

“At one time, there were more than 70 shepherds there, from Bran, from Vrancea, but

there were more of them, Covasna dominated, there were many from Covasna. The

first time there was 125 sheep milking sheep, at the 1.A.S.-uri and 200 shepherds, that

is to say the youth of the current year and the youth of the previous year, which were

221 Covisnenii dstia erau mai renumiti. Noud ne ziceau, la istia de la noi, care se duceau, de
exemplu, baci in Bicfalau, baci in Lisnau, adica la o stdna cu oile satului, si covasnenii ne ziceau noua,
p-aici, «baci de cotet». Dobarlaienilor si la dstia, bacelenii, asa ne ziceau. Ca tata a fost si mare
muzicant. A cantat pe la nunti, prin Covasna, cunostea toti covasnenii. «Ba, Lae, voi sunteti baci de
cotet!» Tofi (...) Ghita Bascean, Ghitd Papuc, Ghita cutare, ai lu” Furtund, toti il cunosteau pe tata. (...)
Ii stiu pe dstia ai lu’ Cojan. Erau trei frati, unu’ era Mircea. Nu-i cunosc asa d-aproape, au fost la
Colectiv la Ilieni. Cojanii erau la Colectiv, da’ au stat mult acolo. Ande Furtun, astia au fost dincolo,
la Cadmpu Frumos. I-am cunoscut asa, din vedere. Astia ai lu” Furtuna erau la Campu Frumos. Aveau
saivan. Ca inainte nu aveau saivan, le tineau la Santion, la un boier. Gazosu era pretin bun cu tata, se
mai intdlneau prin Sfantu Gheorghe, pe la Pomu’ Verde, p-acolo, ca 1i mai placea si lu’ tata sa mai intre
pe la carciuma, cateodata. Zicea tata ca pe la toate Colectivele dle bune, numa’ covasneni erau, pana la
Rupea, devale. El era si muzicant. Si canta pe la nunti prin Covasna. S-apai, «hai, ma Lae, hai sa-ti arat
ce saivan am eu!» Cand colo, avea un saivan varuit, da’ n-a tinut nimic in el. «Pai cu ce sa le tiu, ma
Lae, ca noi n-avem teren, n-avem fan, le tinem la Colectiv, numa’ l-am facut, cé in caz de ceva, s-avem
un’ sa fugim cu ele acas’ (...)». Asa saivane aveau. Erau vremuri de Colectiv.”, Informant: Dan Olaru,
Dobarlau, b. 1956.
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also rams, I don’t know how many there were, 50 I think there were or 80 was the
norm for rams, for a shepherd. And you had 800 sheep, you had 5 sheep. | was there
permanently. There was no way to do schedule it. You had those 4 days off a month
that he gave you, you had the right to holidays because you were employed with a
work card, everything, you had the right to holidays and he gave the holidays, they
were given in the autumn, when the harvest was over”??,

What they were all happy about was the fact that they could keep their own
animals there and sell their produce.

“I had my own flock until I retired. I.A.S.s, about eight, nine hundred, more if not.

About 800, 850 there were. Well, on the book, it was written there on the paper to keep

10 sheep and 2 males [personally]. That’s how it was, 12. Or 3 males. 13 pieces. But’

that was an I.A.S. (...) I was more lenient, with the management, we kept sheep about

25, 30 (...) you had a horse, you had enough. It wasn’t bad”?%,

PASTORAL FLOCKS

Pastoral flocks are an advanced phase of transhumance. They are of two types:
internal and external. In the case of internal grazing,

“the shepherds, in the vast majority of cases with their families, settle for several years,
usually more than ten years, in the lowland areas where they have been transhumant
(the Jijia Plain, the Romanian Plain, the Dobrogea Plain). Another type of internal
pastoral rotations is the settlement of shepherds (during the communist period), for
decades, at the I.A.S.-s or C.A.P.-s in the lowland areas. Shepherds and their families
were employed on these farms, where they managed a large number of sheep and could
also have a flock of 100-200 sheep. Many of them bought the farms after 1989 and are
still there today”??4.

222 Eram intr-un timp, eram peste 70 de ciobani acolo, din Bran, din Vrancea, da’ mai multi
erau, cam domina Covasna, erau multi din Covasna. 5 ciobani era norma dom’le [la un cérd]. Prima
datd a fost 125 norma, oi mulgatoare, la I.A.S.-uri si 200 sterpaturd, adica tineret de anu’ curent si
tineret anu’ precedent, care erau si berbeci, nu stiu cate erau, 50 parca erau sau 80 era norma de berbeci,
la un cioban. Si aveai 800 de oi, aveai 5 insi. Eram permanent acolo. N-aveai cum sa faci cu randu’. Te
mai randuiai (...) aveai dlea 4 zile libere pe luna care ti le dadea, concediu aveai drept cd ereai angajat
cu carte de munca, tot, aveai dreptu’ la concediu si dadea concediile, se cam dadea toamna, atuncea
cand se termina cu monta.”, Informant: Nicolae Guiu, Covasna, b. 1948.

223 Am avut si cArdu’ meu pana am iesit la pensie. Ale I.A.S.-ului, cam in jur de opt, noua sute,
mai multe nu. In jur de 800, 850 ereau. Pai, pe carte, era scris acolo la hartie sa tii 10 oi si 2 carlani
[personal]. Asa erea, 12. Sau 3 carlani. 13 bucéti. Da’ asta a fost un I.A.S.-eu mai ingaduitor, cu
conducerea, tineam oi si cite 25, 30 (...) tineai cate-un cal, mai aveai. N-a fost rau.”, Informant: Nicolae
Guiu, Covasna, b. 1948.

224 ciobanii, in marea majoritate a cazurilor cu familiile, se stabilesc pentru mai multi ani, de
obicei peste zece ani, in zonele de cAmpie unde au fost in transhumanta (Campia Jijiei, Cimpia Romana,
Podisul Dobrogei). Un alt tip de roiri pastorale interne il constituie stabilirea ciobanilor (in perioada
comunismului), pentru zeci de ani, la I.A.S.-urile sau C.A.P.-urile din zonele de cAmpie. Ciobanii
impreuna cu familiile erau angajati la aceste ferme, unde aveau in gestiune un numar mare de oi si
puteau sa aiba si ei un card de 100-200 de oi. Multi dintre ei au cumparat fermele dupa anul 1989, fiind
si astazi acolo.”, in Lucian David, ,,Elemente de continuitate ale pastoritului carpatic” [“Elements of
continuity of Carpathian pastoralism”], in Lucian David and Ionut Semuc (coord.)., quoted work, p. 32.
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The fame of the shepherds from Voinesti had spread all over the country.
Representatives of the C.A.P.-s came and looked for them in Voinesti. When they
were hired, they hardly let them go, they stayed there for years.

“Since 76 | went to (...) An engineer came from there to look for some people (...)

And | went with a godfather of mine and we talked to those, and we went (...) we went

there, and I stayed there at Aita Medie for 5 years and then I moved to Biborteni. 11

years [l stayed at Biborteni]. Yes, with my wife I went. When the C.A.P.s and the

farms were built, she never left. They went to the collectives, to the farms. In 1962.

They never left”??%,

Their wives were also employed, with work papers, as “animal caretakers”??¢
Most of the time, we are talking about large farms with large herds of animals.
“Well, there were the managers, there were the engineers, because it was a farm (...) a
farm had 17.000 sheep, it didn’t have a thousand, two sheep like it was. Permanent
[sitting], | told you. And wintering (...) in the autumn we took them to the field. He
used to divide them up. He used to share, because there were fields (...) they had
connections in Rasnov, in Codlea, in Hilchiu, where he was (...)%".

If they got on well with the locals, they stayed for many years in the same place:
“Yes, | went in the winter. And here | have been, in this area and there, at Rupea, | stayed for
the winter, at a farm. Now, the last time | was 10 years in one place. And | stayed summer-
winter there, | was employed there. No, | wasn’t with my family. No, I didn’t go with them
from the farm, just grazing, that’s all. And in the summer | was still there, grazing. No, | didn’t
go up the mountain. To graze, in the hills, like this”??%,

Some of them, who left when they were young, found their wives in those areas,
formed families there and never returned to Covasna:

“There were several who went to this part, to Rupea, there or found their other half, so

to speak, and got married there. They stayed there, yes. On the side near Viscri, where

the prince is, I mean when he was prince, but now he’s king”??°;

225 Din >76 m-am dus la (...) A venit un inginer de-acolo si caute niste oameni (...) Si m-am dus
cu un nas al meu si am vorbit cu dia si ne-am dus (...) am luat acolo si-am stat acolo la Aita Medie 5
ani si pe urma m-am mutat la Biborteni. 11 ani [am stat la Biborteni]. Da, cu sotia m-am dus. Cand s-a
facut C.A.P-urile dstea si fermele da stat n-a mai plecat. S-au dus pa la colective, pi la ferme. in *62.
N-au mai plecat”, Informant: Constantin Leu, Covasna, b. 1944,

226 Source: workbook of wife Verginia Leu.

227 Pai acolo erau directorii, erau inginerii, ¢i doar era ferma... o ferma avea 17.000 de oi, n-
avea o mie, doud de oi cum era. Permanent [stiteam], v-am spus. Si iernat (...) toamna le duceam la
camp. Le impartea. O perioada impartea, ca erea campuri (...) aveau legdturi pe la Rasnov, pe la Codlea,
pe la Halchiu, unde era (...)”, Informant: Nicolae Guiu, Covasna, b. 1948.

228 Da, am fost la iernat. Si aici am fost, in zona asta si acolo, la Rupea am stat la iernat, la o
ferma. Acum, ultima datd am fost 10 ani intr-un loc. Si am stat vard-iarnd acolo, am fost angajat acolo.
Nu, n-am fost cu familia. Nu, n-am plecat cu ele de la ferma, numa-n pasunat, atat. Si vara tot acolo, in
pasunat stateam. Nu, nu m-am dus sus in munte. La pasunat, pa dealuri, asa”, Informant: Gheorghe
Macovei, Covasna, b. 1959.

229 Mai multi au fost care au fost asa-n partea asta, pa la Rupea, p-acolo sau s-au gisit jumitatea
cum sa spune si s-au casatorit p-acolo. Au ramas acolo, da. Pa parte pa la Viscri, pa unde umbla si
printu’, adica cind era print, da’ acuma-i rege”, Informant: Constantin Serban, Covasna, b. 1933.
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“A couple of them stayed [at our C.A.P.] when they were with the sheep. The Major’s
brother and (...) this one (...) Avram. Avram’s brother, yes, because we don’t know
about him. They settled there”?%,

But... nothing new under the sun! Shepherds from Covasna who had gone with
their sheep on transhumance had stayed and settled in various places in the country
even before the CAP period. Mostly because they found good living conditions there,
because they got married or for more practical reasons:

“I met a man from Covasna once. He was really from Covasna. I don’t remember his name.

We were near the farm, on a piece of land. But we didn’t know that there were sheep, their

sheepfold, nearby. And I was sitting like this, at night, with my brother and, I don’t know,

we had another man. And he says: ‘I heard a guy crying over there’. But you could tell he
was drunk after the noise. No, he came to our sheep. We didn’t take dangerous dogs there,
they get lost. And we didn’t have dogs like that, to go after people. But we went before him
when we heard him shouting. He was shouting at us because he was from Covasna. He
came and started to tell us: ‘Look, I was like you. I came here with my father and my brother
and my sheep’. And he had a place to winter, because there were such nice woods, he had

a place to winter easily. ‘And they, like my dad, made me come and marry here, so they’d

have somewhere to retire. They made me come here and | had to get married here. | stayed,

but I’'m still going to Covasna, I’ll sometimes go back 23!,

However, the shepherds from Covasna were easily recognizable by their
specific clothing, shepherd-like clothes, which they did not really give up:
“Mos Maioru had a brother. This one stayed in Bardganu. When he went with the sheep to
Calarasi, he stayed there. And when we went, in *79, we went to the market. And at the
market, there, there was a big market, | see a man in shepherd clothes, like us. When | look,
I see he looks like that. “You, where are you from?’/*Where are you from?’/*We, from
Covasna, from Voinesti’/‘I’'m from there too. I'm Gheorghe Maioru’s brother’. No, he
stayed there. So, he married there, he had a family, he had everything, he was from there,
he lived about five kilometres away, towards Cilirasi, in a commune there”?2,

230 A rimas [de la noi la C.A.P.] vreo’ doi, cand au fost cu oile. Frate-su lu’ Maioru si (...) dsta
(...) Avram. Frate-su lu’ Avram, da, ca de dla nu se mai stie. S-au stabilit acolo.”, Informant: Florea
Cojan, Covasna, b. 1956.

231 Ne-am intalnit odatd cu unu’ care era din Covasna. Chiar din Covasna era. Nu mai tin minte
cum il chema. Eram langa ferma, pe-o tocatura. Da’ noi nu stiam ca-s oile, saivanul lor, acolo, aproape.
Si stateam asa, noaptea, cu frate-meu eram si, nu stiu, mai aveam un om. Si zice: «am auzit ca chiuie
unu’ p-acolo». Da’ s-auzea dupa chiuitura ca era baut. No, a vinit la noi la oi. P-acolo nu prea duceam
céini periculosi, cd se mai pierd. Si n-aveam cdini asa, ca s saie la om. Da’ ne-am dus Tnaintea lui, cand
I-am auzit ca strigd. El ne striga, ca el era din Covasna. A vinit $-a-nceput sa ne povesteasca: «Bii, uite,
si eu tot asa am fost, ca voi. Am vinit cu ande tata si cu frate-meu si cu oile p-aicea». Si avea pe unde
ierna, ca erau niste paduri asa faine, avea pe unde sa ierneze usor. «Si astia, ande tata, m-au pus sa ma-
nsor aicea, ca s aiba unde trage. M-au pus astia sa ma-nsor p-aicea si eu a trebuit sa rimai p-aicea. Am
ramas, da’ ma mai duc pe la Covasna, mai viu inapoi»”, Informant: Petru Iacob, Bretcu, b. 1944,

282 Mos Maioru avea un frate. Asta a rimas in Bariganu. Cand a fost cu oile la Cilarasi, a rimas
p-acolo. Si cand ne-am dus noi, in *79, ne-am dus la piatd. Si la piata, acolo, era piata mare, vad unu in
haine sarbe, ca noi. Cand ma uit, am vést cd samand cu ala. «Mata de unde esti?»/«Da’ voi de unde
sunteti?»/«Noi, din Covasna, din Voinesti.»/«Si eu is tot d-acolo. Is frate cu Gheorghe Maioru». No,
si-a ramas acolo. S-a-nsurat acolo, avea familie, avea tot, era d-acolo, la vreo cingpe kilometri statea,
spre Calarasi, intr-o comuna, acolo.”, Informant: Florea Cojan, Covasna, b. 1956.
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LIST OF INFORMANTS

Covasna, Voinesti: Constantin Costea, b. 1939; Mircea Cojan, b. 1952; Maria
Sandulea, b. 1933; Florea Cojan, b. 1956; Constantin Furtund, b. 1970; Gheorghe
Cojan, b. 1945; Maria Cojan, b. 1949; Nicolae Casuneanu, b. 1945; Ton Béscean, b.
1946; Nicolae Guiu, b. 1948; Valer Muntean, b. 1972; Constantin Serban, b. 1933;
Constantin Leu, b. 1944, Gheorghe Macovei, b. 1959.

Bretcu: Petru lacob, b. 1944,

Dobarliau: Nicodim Olaru, b. 1956.
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